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Harrison High School is a comprehensive urban high school that provides a challenging 
curriculum for all students within a safe, supportive environment. More significantly, it is a school 
that has a cohesive professional staff, which not only supports and embraces the Harrison 
Community but continually works to improve classroom instruction. The aforesaid was recently 
evidenced when Harrison High School was recognized as a 2013 Blue Ribbon School and was 
ranked among the top 500 schools nationally by Newsweek’s 2015 Rankings of Schools that do 
the absolute best job of preparing students for college and narrowing the achievement gap.

We have redoubled our efforts this year to prepare students to pursue their post-secondary 
plans, and are proud to report that 82% of the Class of 2015 graduates have enrolled in college 
— an increase of 20% from the previous year.  Such an increase in college admissions has 
been made possible, in part, by our implementation of a new SAT Preparation program available 
to all juniors and seniors — a program that has improved our 2015 SAT participation rate and 
improved our school-wide mean SAT scores in critical reading and mathematics.  Our test 
results have also risen in the NJ Biology Competency Test (NJBCT) in which we achieved a 
92% passing rate this year. 

Several new course offerings, including an expanded STEM Academy, have helped us to 
continue our efforts to provide challenging and differentiated classrooms for all students.  Our 
faculty have worked diligently to align instruction with the Common Core Standards and the new 
rigors of the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) 
assessments.   Moreover, we have complemented our six Advanced Placement (AP) courses 
with college classes through Hudson County Community College’s Project LEAP (Learning 
Enables All Possibilities). The classes are taught by HCCC professors in Harrison High School, 
thus enabling students to acquire 6 college credits during their high school career.

The high school administration stresses the importance of choice and opportunities for our 
students, and therefore, we continue to utilize an alternating day block schedule that maximizes 
learning opportunities and diversifies course offerings for students.  For instance, our student 
scheduling provides seniors with as many as six electives courses during their final year at 
Harrison High School, which we strongly believe allows them to strengthen personal convictions 
and make responsible post-secondary educational plans.

Harrison High balances its exceptional academic offerings with extensive extracurricular 
programs. With fourteen varsity athletic teams, nineteen co-curricular organizations, and five 
fine and performing arts groups, the students at HHS have the ability to find enriching 
experiences outside of the classroom. To further our focus on student enrichment, we also offer 
optional after school courses on such diverse topics as hip pop dance, mural painting, film 
criticism, and physical fitness.

As an innovative public institution, we are well aware of the changing needs of society and its 
modern work force; therefore, we have worked diligently this year to establish a vocational 
training program.  One of only a half dozen schools in New Jersey to receive such distinction, 
Harrison High School was chosen in April as a recipient of a generous New Jersey Department 
of Education grant, which we will use to establish a comprehensive and inclusive Hospitality and 
Culinary Arts Academy. We look forward enthusiastically to the fall of 2015 when this program 
will enroll its first class.
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We are proud of all that the Harrison High Learning Community has achieved and pledge to 
continue the momentum of positive change into 2015-16 when we will add over a dozen new 
course offerings and implement the aforementioned vocational training academy.
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